
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Waiting for His Arrival and the Storyline of the Bible 
 
Date:  December 13, 2009 – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Title:  The Kings Speak to the Hero’s Coming 
Text:  Gen. 1:26-28; 49:8-12; 2 Samuel 7:8-17; Isaiah 9:6; Ezek. 37:22, 24; Luke 1:32, 33 
Theme: The seed of the woman, who crushes the serpent’s head, comes from King 

David’s family and will rule as a Shepherd King. 
 
Introduction:  
The Story God wrote has a King sitting center stage and all creation as His subjects.  
Throughout the Storyline, God promises He will rule over His people.  God as King speaks to 
a specific relationship He has with His subjects and what are the qualifying characteristics of 
this rule.   
 
His right to rule is established by who He is as God and what He has done as Creator.  An 
issue within the idea of ruling is whether or not the ruler has power without authority or 
power with authority and how far reaching is the power.  Simply put, “Does God’s rule imply 
control?” 
 
The relationship God has to His people is described by various metaphors and similes.  He is 
like a husband to his wife, a shepherd to his sheep, a foundation to a building, the creator 
to that which is created, a king over his subjects and realm, even a branch to its vines.  All 
of this speaks to levels and degrees of intimacy, fellowship, communion, necessity, and 
economical hierarchy.  There is neither abuse nor fear within the context of the relationship.  
God’s rule is marked by what is right and wrong within the context of mercy and grace.  
Whatever God is, in what this means as God, is completely amalgamated in the wholeness of 
who He is.  Thus no part of God is independent of the whole.  God’s sense of justice (i.e. right 
and wrong) can never be separated from His sense of grace, mercy, love, and all other 
knowable virtues.  The reason why this is foundational in our understanding of God as King 
with a reign that is absolute is because we associate abuse and exploitation with power.  God 
does neither.  He is similar to the shadow found in human government, but His rule is without 
sin.  Again, let me state this point anew, “The exercising of His rule is without sin.”  There is 
nothing negative or harmful marking God’s rule. 
 
This does not negate His justice against sin and those who perpetrate it in rebellion and 
rejection of Him, but even the outcome of this act by Him is for His glory and our good.  No 
matter how we might process the rule of God we must always remember that the Shepherd 
King is too wise to make a mistake and too loving to be unkind; even when it would appear 
from our perspective and circumstances otherwise. 
 
Advent Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. (http://www.bcponline.org/) 
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The Storyline: 
Initially I would like to establish the idea that woven into the Storyline of the Bible God speaks 
to the idea of a Shepherd King and to how this shadow foretells of something greater.  We will 
begin in the Garden and the original creation of mankind and His ordering of him. 
 
The Problem: 
Because of the fall we believe we are in charge or that life is lived without purpose or that God 
is a despot who is cruel and unkind.  Yet God, as a Shepherd King, is in charge even when it 
would appear otherwise, whose every action is marked by compassion and kindness. 
 
Questions: 

1. As you meditate on this idea of a Shepherd King, how does it enable you to read the 
Story with a singular idea? 

2. Why do we struggle with viewing God as a King whose rule and power are absolute? 
3. What metaphors or similes describe God’s “rule”? 
4. What problems do we run into when we compartmentalize God’s attributes or 

characteristics? 
5. Is it ever possible for God to make a mistake or act unkind? 
6. Where do we initially see the idea of God ruling through mediation? 
7. What does the idea of “scepter” communicate? 
8. From God’s promise to King David in 2 Samuel 7, what will the reign of the Shepherd 

King look like? 
9. How is the Shepherd King described in Isaiah 9? 
10. How does Daniel 2:44 describe this kingdom? 
11. Has God kept His promise to provide a Shepherd King over His people? 
12. Will God keep His promise to finish the Story? 
13. How does this idea encourage us in ADVENT? 

 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know God as a shepherd king. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to live willingly under His reign by 

affirming His control in our life. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of being embraced in the strong arms 

of the Shepherd King. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. His Kingship in Eden’s Garden (Gen. 1:26-28).  
 
The command given to Adam and Eve reflects God’s image and likeness.  God working in 
them and through them creates, subdues and rules over all things created.  Through human 
instrumentation all things will be placed at His feet.   
 

A. The King creates 
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“As he has the government of the inferior creatures, he is as it were God's representative on 
earth. And all the inferior powers were subject to the dictates of the superior. God having 
made them capable of transmitting the nature they had received, said to them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth - Here he gave them, A large inheritance; replenish the earth, 
in which God has set man to be the servant of [His] providence, in the government of the 

inferior creatures, and as it were the intelligence of this orb; to be likewise the collector of his 
praises in this lower world.”1  
 

B. The King subdues and rules 
 
“Man is here presented as the climax of God's creative activity; he resembles God primarily 
because of the dominion God gives him over the rest of creation.”2 
 
As those who carry the image and likeness of God, humanity has been given the right by him 
to subdue the earth and to have dominion over it (Gen. 1:26, 28).  In this capacity they are to 
rule over all things created.  In so doing they are mediating in God’s behalf.  They become 
what He is: a creator (i.e. “be fruitful and multiply”) and ruler (i.e. “subdue and rule over”).  
They are, however, mere shadows of the real thing, yet shadows nonetheless.  And as 
shadows, they speak to the greater truth that God is both Creator and ruler over all He creates.   
 
From this simple directive and seed comes a much larger plant.  In the establishing of the 
Patriarchs with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob you have the twelve tribes of Israel, and from a 
singular tribe will come promises and pictures of a future king who will rule and reign in 
behalf of God as Trinity over all things created. 
 

II. His Kingship in Judah’s Scepter (Gen. 49:8-12).  
 
The scepter will not depart from Judah (Gen. 49:8-12).    When Jacob was about to die in the 
land of Egypt he spoke the following prophecy blessing on his son Judah. 
 

“The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, 
Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples” (Gen. 49:10). 

 

“Shiloh-this obscure word is variously interpreted to mean ‘the sent’ (Joh 17:3), ‘the seed’ (Isa 
11:1), the ‘peaceable or prosperous one’ (Eph 2:14)-that is, the Messiah (Isa 11:10; Ro 15:12); 
and when He should come, ‘the tribe of Judah should no longer boast either an independent 
king or a judge of their own’ [Calvin]. The Jews have been for eighteen centuries without a 
ruler and without a judge since Shiloh came, and ‘to Him the gathering of the people has 
been.’”3  
 
To what does the scepter speak?  “The scepter is the symbol of regal command, and in its 
earliest form it was a long staff, which the king held in his hand when speaking in public 
assemblies; and when he sat upon his throne he rested it between his feet, inclining towards 
himself.”4   
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And how are we to understand the idea of “Shiloh”?  “We regard Shiloh, therefore, as a title of 
the Messiah, in common with the entire Jewish synagogue and the whole Christian Church, in 
which although there may be uncertainty as to the grammatical interpretation of the word, 
there is perfect agreement as to the fact that the patriarch is here proclaiming the coming of the 
Messiah.”5  This same idea is present in Numbers 24:17. 
 
“Ancient Jewish writings, as reflected in the various translations of the Hebrew Old 
Testament, coupled with rabbinic traditions, conveyed the idea that Genesis 49:10 had a 
messianic sense. For example, Alleman noted that “Shiloh is used in the Talmud [an 
encyclopedia of Jewish tradition] as a personal name for the Messiah” (p. 205). Hamilton 
observes, “There is no doubt about how the Qumran community [of the Dead Sea scrolls fame] 
understood Genesis 49:10” (p. 660). For example, in 4Q Patriarchal Blessings, the interpretation 
of the Genesis text reads: 
 

“A ruler shall not depart from the tribe of Judah while Israel has dominion. There will 
not be cut off a king in it belonging to David. For the staff is the covenant of the 
kingship; the thousands of Israel are the feet, until the coming of the Messiah of 
Righteousness, the branch of David, for to him and his seed has been given the 
covenant of kingship over his people for everlasting generations” (see Burrows, p. 401).6  

 
This idea of the scepter continues throughout the Old Testament text.  When the children of 
Israel were wandering through the wilderness, Balak of Moab sends for Balaam.  In his oracles 
“against” the children of Israel, Balaam the son of Beor said,  
 

“I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from Jacob, 
A scepter shall rise from Israel, And shall crush through the forehead of Moab, And 
tear down all the sons of Sheth.” (Num. 24:17). 

 
It can also be seen in Psalm 45 and the use of this text in Hebrews 1:8.  The author of Hebrews 
cites Psalm 45:6 as evidence and in proof of the Son’s preeminence.   
 

“But of the Son He says, "YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER, AND 
THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM” (Heb. 1:8). 
 
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of 
Your kingdom” (Ps. 45:6). 

 
From the tribe of Judah the shadow will become more distinct and definable.  Prior to his 
departure Moses speaks to the office of King in Deuteronomy 17. 
 

14 “When you enter the land which the LORD your God gives you, and you possess it and 
live in it, and you say, 'I will set a king over me like all the nations who are around me,' 15 
you shall surely set a king over you whom the LORD your God chooses, one from among 
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your countrymen you shall set as king over yourselves; you may not put a foreigner over 
yourselves who is not your countryman” (Deut. 17:14, 15). 

 
Matthew Henry’s notes how, “Their having a king is neither promised as a mercy nor 
commanded as a duty (nothing could be better for them than the divine regimen they were 
under), but it is permitted them if they desired it.”7   
 
After the land conquest in Joshua and the Judge cycles in Judges, the prophet Samuel anoints 
Israel’s first King, Saul (1 Sam. 9, 10).  Although the nation’s motive for choosing king (1 Sam. 
8) is incorrect, God had already written Kingship into the Story.  God was always ruling 
through mediation over that which He created.  The idea was not wrong, but their motive for 
asking was.  From this idea would spring the kingship of David and God’s promises to and 
through him. 
 

III. His Kingship in David’s seed (2 Sam. 7:4-17). 
 

A. What this will look like? 
 
The offspring offered to King David (2 Sam. 7:8ff) will give us additional substance in 
clarifying this coming King who is the antitype to all previous types. 
 

• The King will provide a place for His people (v. 10a). 

• The King will provide protection for His people (v. 10b). 

• The King will provide peace for His people (v. 11). 

• The King will provide posterity for His people (vv. 12a, 13, 16) 

• The King will provide parenting for His people (v. 14) 
 
From this defining picture all future pictures will come.  Listen to the following thoughts from 
the prophet Isaiah.  Isaiah preached in the 8th century BC (@722BC).  The Assyrian nation is 
about to destroy the Northern Tribes of Israel.  Within this context he provides this picture and 
promise. 
 
“The first words of this chapter plainly refer to the close of the foregoing chapter, where every 
thing looked black and melancholy: Behold, trouble, and darkness, and dimness —very bad, yet 
not so bad but that to the upright there shall arise light in the darkness (Ps. 112:4) and at evening 
time it shall be light, Zec. 14:7. Nevertheless it shall not be such dimness (either not such for kind or 
not such for degree) as sometimes there has been.  In the worst of times God’s people have a 
nevertheless to comfort themselves with, something to allay and balance their troubles; they 
are persecuted, but not forsaken (2 Co. 4:9), sorrowful yet always rejoicing, 2 Co. 6:10. And it is 
matter of comfort to us, when things are at the darkest, that he who forms the light and creates 
the darkness (ch. 45:7) has appointed to both their bounds and set the one over against the 
other, Gen. 4:4. He can say, "Hitherto the dimness shall go, so long it shall last, and no further, 
no longer.’’8  
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1 “But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He 
treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He 
shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles. 2 The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live in 
a dark land, The light will shine on them. 3 You shall multiply the nation, You shall 
increase their gladness; They will be glad in Your presence As with the gladness of 
harvest, As men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 4 For You shall break the yoke of 
their burden and the staff on their shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the 
battle of Midian. 5 For every boot of the booted warrior in the battle tumult, And cloak 
rolled in blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire. 6 For a child will be born to us, a 
son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name 
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 7 

There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of 
David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and 
righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 
accomplish this” (Isa. 9:1-7). 

 
There are at least four salient features. 

• The absence of gloom and darkness (vv. 1-2) 

• The occasion for celebration because of abundance (v. 3) 

• The deliverance from all bondage and breaking (v. 4) 

• The absence of war and conflict (v. 5) 
 
His reign shall encompass and engulf the entire created order.  Isaiah spoke of this same idea 
in Isaiah 11:9, “They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be 

full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea.”  Friend, He is coming and 
there is hope. 
 

B. Who this will be? 
 
Verse six gives the reason why these expressions will be present, “For a child . . . .”  This child 
is a gift from God.  He is not intrinsically from within but comes from without.  He will be a 
monarch and will exercise rule.  He will be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 
Father and Prince of Peace.”  Note verse seven and the connection to 2 Samuel 7 and the 
promise to King David.  In Isaiah the promise made to King David is reiterated, expanded on 
and driven deeply into the soil of certainty.   
 
“The same that is the mighty God is a child born; the ancient of days becomes an infant of a span 
long; the everlasting Father is a Son given. Such was his condescension in taking our nature upon 
him.” 9 
 
The prophet Micah also speaks to this when he said, “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in 
Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity” (Micah 5:2 quoted in 
Matt. 2:6). 
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When the nation of Israel found itself in captivity to the Babylonians, the prophet Daniel 
received a dream from God.  Within the dream and its interpretation we read the following 
idea. 
 

“In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never 
be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put 
an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever” (Dan. 2:44). 

 
All kings and kingdoms are mere shadows speaking to something greater.  God establishes 
reigns and rulers (Romans 13:1ff).  Yet all reigns and rulers are always and forever under His 
reign and rule.  They will all bow before Him and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 
of God the Father (Phil. 2:7).   
 
Notice how King David is referenced as a Shepherd to his people (Ezek. 34:20-24).  The seed of 
Genesis 3:15 narrows to David the Shepherd King as the type and his seed in Jesus as the 
fulfillment of this type.  Ezekiel speaks of one King and one Shepherd over all people (Ezek. 
37:22, 24).  The fulfillment of this promise and picture is fully realized in Jesus Christ.  Jesus as 
King is a kingly shepherd or a Shepherd king.  The rule of God is marked by strengthening the 
sickly, healing the diseased, binding up the broken, bringing back the scattered and seeking 
the lost (Ezek. 34:4).  There is tenderness to His rule.  It is not with force or with severe 
domination (v. 5).  He leads and feeds His flock (v. 15). 
 
“The day is coming when Jesus Christ shall have put down all rule, principality, and power, and 
have made all his enemies his footstool; and then this prophecy will have its full accomplishment, 
and not till then, 1 Co. 15:24, 25. Our savior seems to refer to this (Mt. 21:44), when, speaking of 
himself as the stone set at nought by the Jewish builders, he says, On whomsoever this stone 
shall fall, it will grind him to powder.” 10  
 

“And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it 
will scatter him like dust” (Matt. 21:44). 

 
C. “Already” 

 
“Jesus is the legitimate descendant of a long lineage of ancient patriarch kings. This lineage can 
be found in the genealogical record of Matthew and Luke. The sovereign rights to kingship 
began with Adam when he was given "dominion" over all the earth.  Dominion is the same as 
sovereign rule and this crown right is hereditary to the firstborn of successive generations. 
 Beginning with Adam the patriarchal lineage of sovereign kingship and dominion passed 
down to Jesus.  At his birth, Jesus became the Patriarch King of Israel of the seed of David.”11   
 
When the Son of God came through the virgin Mary and took upon Himself the form of a 
servant He came in fulfillment of a promise stretching all the way back to Genesis 3:15, “Her 
seed shall crush his head.”  He came in “the fullness of the time came, [when] God sent forth 
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His Son, [who was] born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those 
who were under the Law, that [His people] might receive the adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4). 
 
When the angel Gabriel came to the virgin Mary, he makes claim to the promise made to 
David in 2 Samuel 7. 
 

“He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will 
give Him the throne of His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and His kingdom will have no end” (Luke 1:32). 

 
Everything within the Gospels proves His kingship and absolute right to reign over all things 
created.  He has power over death, disease, demons and darkness. 
 
“How does Jesus rule? A dialogue about His kingship took place at a time when His power 
seemed to have reached its lowest ebb. Bound by the Jewish council of priests, elders, and 
scribes, He has been delivered to Pilate who asked Him, “Are you king of the Jews? His 
answer, “You have said so” (Mk 15:2). In the subsequent interchange between Jesus and his 
accusers, Pilate will not let go of his ironic assignment of kingship to this criminal brought 
before him. The soldiers guarding Jesus mock Him. “All hail! King of the Jews,” (Mk 15:18) 
they shout as they spit upon Him and kneel in comic posture at His feet. Here is our King 
subject to insult, made the butt of jokes, taunted with laughter and derision.”   
 

D. “Not Yet” 
 
When we come to the epilogue of God’s Story in the Revelation, we read of His coming and 
the final and full setting up of His eternal, tangible, immediate and blessed reign.  Although it 
is a lengthy read take the time to digest this glorious picture of a promise fulfilled. 
 

1 “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God 
Himself will be among them, 4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and 
there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or 
pain; the first things have passed away” (Rev. 21:1-4). 
 
1 “Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street. On either side of the river 
was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 There will no longer be any 
curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will 
serve Him; 4 they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 5 And 
there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor 
the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign 
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forever and ever . . . 12 ‘Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to 
render to every man according to what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the first and the last, the beginning and the end.’ 14 Blessed are those who wash their 
robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into 
the city. 15 Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the 
murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying. 16 ‘I, Jesus, 
have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the 
descendant of David, the bright morning star.’ 17 The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ 
And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one 
who wishes take the water of life without cost . . . 20 He who testifies to these things 
says, ‘Yes, I am coming quickly.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus 
be with all. Amen” (Rev. 22:1-21). 

 
Every King, kingdom, and citizenship speaks to something more, something greater and His 
name is Jesus.  Oh may we be empowered to sit still and rest in the finished work of His cross.  
May we find Him to be so overwhelmingly beautiful that our breathing is arrested and our 
gaze is fixed; today bow before Him and worship.  Give Him all that you are because of all 
that He is.  “Even so come Lord Jesus.”  Thank you God, Amen. 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Are you waiting for God’s arrival?   
2. Do you wait for Him to show up each day?   
3. Are you preparing for and making provision for His arrival? 
4. Do you believe He will keep His promise and show up on time? 
5. King Jesus is coming.  Are you ready? 

 
The Revised Common Lectionary (a service of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library) 

• Thematic  
God of hope, you call us home from the exile of selfish oppression to the freedom of justice, the 
balm of healing, and the joy of sharing. Make us strong to join you in your holy work, as 
friends of strangers and victims, companions of those whom others shun, and as the happiness 
of those whose hearts are broken. We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

• Intercessory  
Brothers and sisters, as we joyfully await the glorious coming of the Christ, let us pray for the 
needs of the church, our community, and the world.  
Prayers of the People, concluding with: 
God of joy and exultation, you strengthen what is weak; you enrich the poor and give hope to 
those who live in fear. Look upon our needs this day. Make us grateful for the good news of 
salvation and keep us faithful in your service until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
lives for ever and ever. Amen. 
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